A   HISTORY   OF   MEDICINE
" However clever you are, you are sure to overlook phthisis,
syphilis, and itch."
Sir William Gull used few drugs, and often none at all. One
of his papers dealt with Acute Rheumatism treated by Mint Water^
that is to say, the disease had been allowed to run a natural
course. In reality his treatment was most thorough and his
directions explicit. His prescriptions were always simple, and he
distrusted polypharmacy. He took a deep interest in the training
and welfare of nurses. " Nursing," he said, " sometimes a trade,
sometimes a profession, ought to be a religion."
Although Gull wrote little, he made many original observa-
tions, noting that locomotor ataxia was a lesion of posterior spinal
columns, describing myxoedema, differentiating varieties of
Blight's disease, and advising male fern in the treatment of tape-
worm. He was a good linguist, a lover of poetry, and a keen
observer of Nature. Even the habits of the London sparrows
attracted the attention of this great-hearted man.
Closely associated with Sir William Gull was Sir SAMUEL
WILKS (1824-1911)3 a charming and kindly man and an excellent
writer,1 while his chief rival was his friend Sir WILLIAM JENNER
(1815-98), who also made a fortune by practice, and whose fame
lies chiefly in his contribution to the knowledge of fevers.
Among the great clinicians of more recent times were Sir
WILLIAM OSLER, whose work is described in a later chapter
(p. 408), Sir CLIFFORD ALLBUTT (p. 407), and many others who
elected to specialize in one of the many branches of clinical
medicine which were beginning to appear.
In Edinburgh, clinical medicine was upheld by ANDREW
DUNCAN, whose work has been already noted (p. 226) and by
JOHN HUGHES BENNETT (p. 278). There was also that eminent
man, Sir ROBERT CHRISTISON (1797-1882), the son of the Professor
of Latin, who, after graduating in Edinburgh, studied toxicology
under Orfila of Paris, and on his return was appointed Professor
of Medical Jurisprudence (1822).* His famous Treatise on Poisons
enhanced his reputation, and he excelled as an expert witness,
being called by the Crown on many occasions. He made valuable
contributions to pharmacology, and for many years he was the
leading consulting physician in Scotland.
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